President
Stu Ellis

President Elect
Dave Brandon

Secretary
Heather Stoa

Treasurer
Steve Furrow

Immediate
Past President
Miley Palmer

The Sparkplug

Decatur Rotary Club #180 - www.decaturrotary.org

May 2005

President’s Ponderances

Dear Rotarians and the.Community:

We were certainly honored this past month
with the visit by Coach Lori Kerans and
members of the Millikin \Womens’
Basketball team. Their attitude, approach
to teamwork, and goals they set should be
lessons for living for everyone. With their
cerebral firepower it is easy to see how
they will always be winners. Rotary was
honored just to hear their team creed and
the philosophy instilled in them by Coach
Kerans.

Teamwork is also a keyword for May as
Rotary 180, Rotary Metro, and the Decatur
Park District work to put a new face on
Dreamland Lake in Fairview Park as the
lake and Rotary both celebrate our centen-
nial anniversaries in 2005. Watch for
opportunities to provide some help as the
new Rotary Pavilion at the east end of the
lake takes shape early this month.

Although Park District crews will be doing
the bulk of the work, Rotarians are
welcome to pick up a hammer, a shovel, or
guide a wheelbarrow to ensure we have
some “sweat equity” in this project. The
two clubs are jointly contributing $17,500
to fund the pavilion that we hope will be
around for a facelift when Rotary and
Dreamland Lake celebrate their second
centennial.

As the Rotary year comes to a close at the
end of next month, | want to express appre-
ciation to all Rotarians for the work they
have done, either with financial contribu-
tions, in-kind services, or other support for
a successful year. Please join me in bring-
ing a guest or two who might be a candi-
date for membership, as we continue to
grow our efforts.

Yours in Rotary Service,
Stu Ellis

Honoring One of Our Own

It was with great honor that in April our
Rotary Club bestowed the Distinguished
Rotarian Award to Bill Blake. Bill first
joined Rotary in 1961 in Clayton Missouri.
He became a member of our club in 1978
and was sponsored by Peter Johns. Bill is a
Paul Harris Fellow. We are reminded
weekly of Bill’s presence when we hear the
four chords that lead us into

Bill and granddaughter
Dr. Elizabeth Blake

“My Country ‘tis of Thee.”

Bill’s musical talent began to
develop at age 8 when he first
started taking piano lessons in
his hometown of Jasonville,
Indiana and they have served
him well over the years. Bill’s
first three years in college were
at Knox College where he
studied to become a teacher. In
college he played piano in a
combo and on Saturday night
his group would play for $2
each. Then after the first gig
they would go to a beer joint
and play for tips where they would pick up
another buck or two. That was during the
depression so the money came in handy,

especially when buying hamburgers that
sold for a nickel each.

From Knox, Bill transferred to the
University of Illinois where he received his
degree in 1936. After college he became a
high school business teacher in
Champaign. There he met his wife Betty,
who was an art teacher at the same school.
They have two sons, Bill Jr. and Allen.

In 1941 Bill was asked to take the position
of Executive Secretary — which would
today be called Executive Director — of the
newly formed Illinois Society of CPA’s. He
held that position in Chicago until 1944
when the Navy came calling and Bill
became Executive Officer on the LST 1056
and 120 men. They carried landing tanks
and personnel to the Philippines, then to
Japan, then back to the Philippines. He was
aboard the ship until 1946. After the war
Bill and Betty came back to Decatur. He
briefly worked in the Decatur Schools and
then the Navy called again. They asked
Bill to direct the building of the Naval
Armory here in Decatur. He was responsi-
ble for recruiting 500 people.

(continued on page 2)
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Penny Fund

Each month a different
local charity is chosen to
receive our Penny Fund.
We support this fund by
donating our spare
change at our weekly
meetings. To further
grow this fund; every
month we add the
proceeds from Happy
Bucks. The total for
April Penny Fund is
$245.39. This amount
will go to the 4-H.

The May Penny Fund
will go to the Richland
Social Science 280 for
Orphanage in Kenya.

Excellence in Our Youth

This month the Decatur Athletic Council,
Ameren IP, and the Rotary Club honored
two outstanding Scholar Athletes from
MacArthur High School. Tony Wilkins on
April 25th at the Decatur Club presented
Katy Phillips and Thomas Snyder with a
certificate of recognition plaque and a
monetary donation from Ameren IP. Both
of these students excel in sports and
scholastically.

Katy Phillips, the daughter of Steve and
Sue Phillips, is an 18-year-old senior at
MacArthur where she is ranked 1st in her
class of 251 with a grade point of 5.00.
She plans to attend DePauw University to
play soccer and study athletic training for
her undergraduate work. Then she will go
on to physical therapy school after
DePauw. Her current sports accomplish-
ments include three years being named to
the 1st Team All Area Girls Soccer. For
two years she has been named to the 1st
Team All Conference Big 12, for 3 years
she was the Leading Scorer and Captain of
her high school team, the Offensive Most
Valuable Player for two years, and voted
“Best Athlete” for the MacArthur Girls
Soccer Team. Her other high school activi-
ties include being Valedictorian, DAR
District Award Winner, Illinois State

Scholar Athletes

Scholar, Student
Council, Student
Athletic Trainer,
and
Cheerleading.
She has the
Chemistry Award
for highest GPA
and was voted
“Most Likely to
Succeed” by her
class peers.

Thomas Snyder

is the 17-year-old son of Michael and Anne
Snyder of Decatur. A senior at MacArthur
High School, he plans to attend Illinois
Wesleyan University in Bloomington
where he will major in political science for
his undergraduate work. His future plans
are to become a lawyer. Thomas’s class
rank is 14th out of 251 with a GPA of 4.88.
He is an All Big 12 Conference 2004
player for Baseball. His other activities
include National Honor Society, Big 12
Scholar Athlete, and 2003 — 2004
Excellence in History Award. The quote
that best describes Thomas is this, “(He is
an) Outstanding young man. He has a
bright future, both academically and athlet-
ically at Illinois Wesleyan University.”

Honoring One of Our Own (Continued)

After that project, Bill went to teach at
Catawba College in Salzburg, North
Carolina until 1951 when the Navy called
again. This time Korea was the issue and
Bill was sent to Washington DC to serve in
the Bureau of Personnel.

He received secret orders to fly to Japan.
He flew on Pan American, which was very
unusual at the time. Japan wanted to orga-
nize a maritime safety agency, which is
like our coast guard academy. Bill was sent
to select and train the staff. He worked
with 30 Japanese Imperial Naval Officers.
After several quiet days of trying to
communicate with them, he learned that
they all spoke English and were graduates
of University of Illinois, MIT, Harvard,
and so on. Things went quite well after
that.

In 1959 Bill began his many years with
associations. He was the executive vice
president of the International Consumer
Credit Association in St. Louis until 1978.
He built it to 58,000 members in the US,
Canada, and 17 countries. It is one of the
largest trade associations in the country. In
1978 Bill went on his own, opening the
consulting firm Blake Enterprises where he
authored numerous books and, newsletters.

The purpose of the Distinguished Rotarian
Award is two fold; to thank the recipients
for their many years of services and to help
each of us learn more about the honorees.
We can truly say that Mr. Bill Blake is a
Rotarian that has given our club, our
community, and our country the benefit of
an excellent role model.
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