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Attorney Paul P. Harris envisioned a
new kind of group for professionals to
cultivate business ties and develop
friendships.  On the evening of Feb.
23, 1905, he invited three friends to a
meeting and planted seeds of the
world’s oldest and most prestigious
service club organization. As the club
continued to meet and add to its ranks,
meetings rotated among member’s
offices and the group began to call
itself the Rotary Club of Chicago.
Although early meetings focused on
fostering fellowship, before long, the
founders would discover a more
profound purpose for their club.
Within a year, the club began to formu-
late its basic tenets and principles in
the form of a constitution, which later
evolved into the object of Rotary.

100 years later, Rotary has over 1.2
million members in 166 countries and
has contributed over $500 million to
eradicate polio around the globe.  

Locally, the 180th Rotary Club to be
chartered continues its traditions of
community service by funding a multi-
tude of opportunities to improve the
quality of life in the Decatur area.  The
members of Rotary 180 have become a
significant force for community change
and improvement, paralleling the new
Rotary International slogan of
“Humanity in Motion”.  In the past
year,

• We reached the $80,000 mark of a 5-
year, $95,000 pledge to the Decatur
Park District toward the development
of Decatur’s Rotary Park.

• We contributed $3,000 to Partners in
Education.

• $1,000 contributions were made to:
Decatur Youth Agency, Junior
Achievement, Old Kings Orchard
Community Center, Project Success,
Growing Strong Sexual Assault
Center, and $900 to the Rotary Youth
Leadership program.

• $500 contributions were made to:
Soyland Access to Independent
Living, Homeward Bound Homeless
Shelter, Macon Resources, an
orphanage in Merida, Mexico, and
Dr. Sushant Sinha’s eye clinic in
India.

• Donations, averaging over $260 each,
were awarded to:  Boys & Girls
Club, Boy Scouts, United Way, Girls
Scouts, Decatur Community
Foundation, Webster-Cantrell Hall,
Dove, Inc., 4-H, American Heart
Assn., YMCA Camp Sokkia, and
Race for the Cure.

• $60 library grants were provided to
the following elementary schools:
Our Lady of Lourdes, Parsons, St.
James, St. Patrick's, Salem,
Southeast, Stevenson, Warrensburg-
Latham, Washington, Argenta-
Oreana, Baum, and Blue Mound.

• In addition, Decatur Rotary #180
contributed $7,400 to Rotary District
6490 in Central Illinois, part of which
will go further for funding interna-
tional relief programs. 

While it may be the birthday of Rotary,
we Rotarians want everyone to enjoy
the celebration!

Stu Ellis
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Another example of academic and
athletic excellence here in Decatur was
recognized at the January 31st Rotary
Luncheon.  An exceptional MacArthur
High School Senior, Stephanie Smith
was honored for her achievements both
in the classroom and on the playing
field.

Illinois Power, The Decatur Athletic
Council and our Rotary Club jointly
sponsor the Scholar/Athletic award.
Each month students, from one of the
three Decatur high schools, are recog-
nized and awarded a monetary dona-
tion from Illinois Power, along with a
plaque.

Stephanie is a member of the National
Honor Society and the Youth
Engagement Strategy Program.  She is
ranked 32nd of 245 students with a
4.564 grade point average.  Her athletic
resume includes Best All Around
Player in 2002 and Most Improved
Player in 2003. Her team received
second place in the Charlie Scanavino
Tournament in 2004 and finished the
year with a 22-15 record. Scott Brown,
Stephanie’s coach, had this to say

about her, “Stephanie was a wonderful
member of our 2004 MacArthur
Volleyball team.  She always worked
hard in practice and came further in 4
years than any other player I have
coached. She was also a great role
model to our younger players and I am
hoping that someday they will have the
same qualities that Stephanie has.”
After graduation from high school,
Stephanie plans to attend college and
major in Computer Software
Engineering or Computer Science.  In
addition to her Bachelor’s Degree, she
also plans to earn her Master’s.
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Excellence in Our Youth

Penny Fund
As you know, we support our Penny
Fund by donating our spare change at
our weekly meetings. To further
grow this fund, every month we
add the proceeds from Happy
Bucks, where members pay a
buck to share good news at our
meetings.

Our January donations to the
Penny Fund and Happy Bucks totaled
$217.35. This was donated to the

Homeward Bound Homeless Shelter.  

The February proceeds will be sent
to the Aurora, IL Rotary Club to

help purchase solar ovens for
Tsunami survivors. Using the

sun to cook food and pasteurize
water, the Sun Ovens will help

meet some of the most basic human
needs.  For additional information about
this international relief project go to
http://www.rotarysolarovens.org .

The Gift of
Reading

As a tribute to our
weekly speakers,

Rotary Club makes a
monthly donation to a
pre-selected School of
the Month.  Thanks to

the generosity of all
our January speakers, a

$60 Speakers
Honorarium went to

Forsyth Grade School
for the purchase of

library books.

Franklin Grade School
will be the recipient of

our February gift. 



Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Honored
By Heather Stoa

For the first time in 19 years, Ann
Chambliss did not march in the Martin
Luther King Day parade. Instead she
talked to the members and guests of
Rotary Club of Decatur about Dr.
King’s legacy. As a teacher, Chambliss
used the familiar format of a spelling
lesson to organize her remarks.

Beginning with the letter “K”,
Chambliss shared King’s accomplish-
ments as a student beginning with his
graduation at age 15 from high school.
King received an undergraduate degree
from Morehouse College, his profes-
sional degree from Crozer Theological
Seminary, and his PhD from Boston
University.  Chambliss said Dr. King’s
memory should challenge each of us to
learn and use that knowledge for the
good of others, and we must encourage
youth to learn.

The letter “I” signifies interest. Interest
initiates enthusiasm. It was King’s
interest in civil rights that catapulted
him to national prominence and made
him a key figure in the fight for civil
rights. Chambliss stressed that the inter-
est demonstrated by Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. surpassed self-interest to what
was in the nation’s best interest.

“N” is for non-violence. King did not
endorse the concept of non-violence out
of cowardice, but rather for the moral
courage to fight unjust laws. Too many
of our youth today turn to violence. As
adults we can help youth understand
that non-violence transforms knowledge
and interest into positive power.

Finally, the letter “G” stands for
generosity. King gave of his time and
his money and ultimately his life. Dr.

King devoted his life to justice and
equality. Chambliss encouraged
Rotarians to be generous with our gifts
to improve the lives of others. She para-
phrased from “Leaves of Gold” 

We cannot play alone 

in the game of life.

We are dependent on others.

We cannot get by in the 

struggle and strife

Except for the help of 

our sisters and brothers.

Whatever we do, whatever we plan, 

we cannot stand alone.

Even the best of us

Must share our gifts whenever we can

For we are only as strong 

as the rest of us.

Chambliss asked us to consider the
lessons King taught and to continue to
work for his dream until we can say
that the dream is reality.

Stu Ellis read the words of several past
Rotary International presidents noting
that Rotarians are partners in the
journey for equality in the United States
and around the world.
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Quotes
From
Rotary
History
“If we really want to
love, if we really want
to live, we must love
until it hurts. … No
Rotarian whose motto
is Service Above Self,
I think, should call
himself a Rotarian if
he does not make
time to serve.  … If
we love, we begin to
serve. And this is
where that beautiful
motto begins that the
Rotarians have made
this year, Take Time
to Serve.”
- Mother Teresa of

Calcutta, India 1981
RI Convention,
Sao Paulo, Brazil

...was held January
19th at the Red Cross
Headquarters.  15
Rotarians generously
donated their time
and/or resources
collecting a total of
11 pints of blood.  If
members were
unable to give, they
can attend a make-up
session on Tuesdays
or Thursdays
between 12:00-6:00
and credit their dona-
tion to Rotary.

Rotary #180
Blood Drive
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