
As Christmas approaches, soon to be
followed by the New Year, let us take some
time to reflect on the past 11 months or so
and ask ourselves how we can do better in
2006.  I find this an ideal time to set
personal goals and one’s Rotary
membership ought to figure in the goal-
setting process.

Rotarians, and our club is no exception, are
known the world over for their big hearts,
strong spirit and willingness to “get the job
done.”  The one thing most of us lack is
the time to do everything we want to do!
So, as each of us pursues “Service Above
Self” let us ask how we may maximize that
slice of our busy day that we can allocate
to Rotarian pursuits.    

One thing I have started doing is to gather
a bag of fruit from the kitchen and deliver
it to the Good Samaritan Inn or Oasis Day
Center on my way to work.  Doing this a
few times each year helps brighten the day
of persons who likely don’t get to enjoy
much in the way of fresh fruit, and leaves
me with a good feeling.  I know some
Metro Club members who would enjoy
selling you a box or two of delicious
Florida oranges and/or Indian River
grapefruit to help you accomplish this
goal!

I am deeply gratified that our membership
responded early and well to the call for
help in bell ringing for the Salvation

Army?  I felt surely
we had enough
members who could
spare one hour out of
the year to do something
for this organization.  You
will likely find that you get to
greet old friends at the grocery
store, and maybe even make some new
ones as you cheerfully thank them for that
dollar they just dropped in the bucket.
Even in these busy times, when we are all
multitasking to more efficiently perform
our professional (indeed parental) duties,
let us make time to do something that
really makes a difference – serving
humankind.

Thank you all for a fantastic first half of
my presidency!  I am proud of the work we
do and remain humbled to have been
entrusted with the leadership of our club.
It is a blessing for me to be able to draw
upon the breadth of experience our club
offers.  One needn’t look far to find a past
president, longtime sergeant-at-arms, or an
“ace” invocator who can be called upon at
the eleventh hour.  I will continue to
endeavor to keep our Monday meetings to
one-hour maximum length with a good
“flow” to them, and I invite your
comments, constructive criticisms, and
suggestions for improvement.  

Happy Holidays to you!
Dave Brandon
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New Rotary Member Orientation is
scheduled for Friday, December 9 at noon,
at the Decatur Club.  If you haven't had the
opportunity to attend one of these

informational meetings yet, see President
Brandon to get your name on the list.  It is
time well spent!

It’s not too late!

"Good leaders  must  f irs t  become good servants ."
— Robert Greenleaf
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Teacher of the Month

As you know, we support
our Penny Fund by
donating our spare
change at our weekly
meetings.  To further
grow this fund, every
month we add the
proceeds from Happy
Bucks, where members
pay a buck to share good
news at our weekly
meetings.  Our
November donations to
the Penny Fund and
Happy Bucks, $239.31,
was added to the second
half of the Katrina Fund
for a total of $346.96
which was presented to
Northeast Community
Fund. 

The December Penny
Fund proceeds will go to
support the Decatur Club
wait staff.

Penny Fund

Outstanding Youth
This month the Decatur Athletic Council,
Ameren IP, and the Rotary Club honored
two outstanding Scholar Athletes from
Decatur McArthur High School. At our
November 28th meeting, Tony Wilkins had
the rare pleasure of presenting Abigail
Andrick and his son, Marques Wilkins,
with certificates of recognition, plaques
and individual monetary donations from
Ameren IP. Both of these students excel in
both sports and academics. 

Abigail, the daughter of Matthew and
Diane Andrick of Decatur, is an 18 year-
old senior at McArthur High School where
she is ranked 16th in her class of 247 with
a grade point average of 4.8 on a 5.00
scale.  She plans to attend Truman
University where she will play volleyball
and major in Communication Disorders
with a minor in Business.  Abigail can add
the following list of accomplishments to
her sports resume: Co-MVP of the
volleyball team for 2004-2005, MVP of the
EHS Volleyball Tournament, 1st Team all
conference ‘04-‘05, Honorable Mention All
State 2004 and All Tournament Team EHS
‘04-‘05, Bradley ’04 and Quincy ’04. She
was captain of the bowling team her Junior
and Senior years. For soccer – Co-MVP,
Co-Captain her Junior Year and played
Varsity all 4 years.  She also ran varsity
track as a Freshman.  All this and yet she
still had time to be the Editor of the MHS
Newspaper, make the National Honor
Society, participate in Youth Engagement
Strategy and work concessions at the Avon

Theatre.

Marques A Wilkins is the 18 year-old son
of Tony and Melverta Wilkins, also of
Decatur. As a senior, Marques’ class rank is
52nd out of 247 with a GPA of 4.22 out of
a 5.00. He is involved in the National
Merit Scholarship Program, “Stomp Out
Violence” and is a Parsons School Role
Model. He played Basketball his Freshman
& Sophomore years, ran track his
Freshman, Sophomore & Junior years, was
selected Rivals.com Pre-Season All-State
and excelled in Football adding the
following list of accomplishments to his
athletic resume — member of the football
team all four years, voted unanimous
selection 1st Team All-Conference Running
Back and unanimous Big 12 Offensive
Player of the Year. His coach Jed Kennedy
had this to say about Marques, “He is a
great student, great person, and outstanding
football player. Not only does Marques
perform at a top-notch level on the playing
field, but also in the classroom.  He is also
a great leader and role model for the other
players in our football program, students in
our school, and youth in Decatur.”
Marques’ will graduate this January ‘06
and plans to play football at the University
of Illinois.  

Congratulations to both!

During our November 14th meeting,
Martin Getty had the privilege of
introducing Rotary’s Outstanding Educator
of the Month, Mike Rusk. Although Mr.
Rusk recently semi-retired, he has 34-years
of experience under his belt and, more
importantly, the praise and admiration of
co-workers.

"In his long teaching career, Mr. Rusk has
taught many different classes.  He brings to
each of his classes the same commitment
to provide a caring environment in which a
thorough understanding of people and how
they have shaped their world is integral.

Cont. On Page 4
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