
Happy New Year, my fellow Rotarians!
Midway through my term as president of
our club, I hope you share my optimism
that Rotary #180 continues moving in the
right direction – promoting “Service Above
Self” as our collective raison d’etre. 

I am pleased to have a couple very positive
items of note to report to you at this
juncture.  First, our club’s volunteer bell-
ringers for the Salvation Army “rang-in”
more than $4000 on Saturday, December
10, 2005.  Major Roger Senn reports that
the tally totaled $4038.86 – not bad for a
day’s work, Rotarians!  Major Senn is quite
impressed at the showing.  I am not
surprised – who could not be generous
when greeted warmly by a cheerful
Rotarian ringing the bell!  Secondly, the
family in need that Past-President Miley
Palmer told us about on Monday December
19 received grocery gift certificates
totaling $284.01 as well as appropriate
gifts for the two children in the household,
festively wrapped for the season.  As Miley
intoned in our last meeting of 2005:
“Rotarians are known for helping people.”  

The New Year also brings with it a new
slate of board members and a new club
officer.  The club confirmed the
nominations of Melinda Hawbaker, Norma
Maddio, Glen Dalluge, David Goebel, and
Lora Dills as Board members in the Class
of 2009.  My thanks go out to these good
members who will help lead our club into
more success in the future, as well as those
coming off the board who have already
provided able leadership!

A longtime Rotarian and veteran District
officer, Lucy Murphy accepted the
nomination to begin serving as club
Treasurer in 2006, beginning her “road to

the Presidency.”  Lucy brings a strong
tradition of community involvement and
service to the position.  An excellent
nominee - confirmed by the club on
Monday, December 19th - we welcome
Lucy’s commitment.

Our membership, by my own count, stands
at 139 these days, so we stand an excellent
chance at achieving the goal I set for the
club – to net one new member.  Attrition
has taken a large toll on our membership in
recent years; indeed a couple years back
we gained more than a dozen new
members, only to have very nearly as many
resign, move or otherwise leave the club.
Your club is only as strong as you make it,
so be on the lookout for folks whom you
feel would make solid Rotarians and invite
them to a meeting to see what we’re all
about.  They may find they fit right in, and
Rotary membership fills a void they’ve
been seeking to fill for some time.  One
never knows when a heartfelt invitation,
delivered at the proper moment, will lead
to membership.

We have an outstanding slate of speakers
on tap, so please check your newsletter
regularly.  By the time April rolls around,
you will have learned what it is like to
have served in the US military in Iraq, how
Decatur and Macon County is prepared for
disasters in a post-911 world, and how
corporations are responding to the ethical
“crisis of confidence.”  In addition, you
will meet some homegrown entrepreneurs
who have built their professional success
from the ground up.  Good stuff, so stay
tuned…

Dave Brandon

The Sparkplug January 2006
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As you know, we support
our Penny Fund by
donating our spare
change at our weekly
meetings.  To further
grow this fund, every
month we add the
proceeds from Happy
Bucks, where members
pay a buck to share good
news at our weekly
meetings.  Our December
donations to the Penny
Fund and Happy Bucks
totaled $250.04 and was
presented the to Decatur
Club wait staff. 

The January Penny Fund
proceeds will go to
support the Warm
Neighbors program.

Penny Fund Outstanding Youth
This month the Decatur Athletic Council,
Ameren IP, and the Rotary Club honored
two outstanding Scholar Athletes from St.
Teresa High School. At our December 12th
meeting, Tony Wilkins had the pleasure of
presenting Samantha Brown and Michael
Kehoe, with certificates of recognition,
plaques and individual monetary donations
from Ameren IP. Both of these students
excel in both sports and academics. 

Samantha, the daughter of Gregory and
Patricia Brown of Decatur, is an 18 year-
old senior at St. Teresa High School where
she is ranked 7th in her class of 85 with a
grade point average of 4.27 on a 4.00 scale.
She is a member of the National Honor
Society, involved in Students Against
Destructive Decisions, a member of the K-
9 Spirit Unit and an active volunteer for
Holy Family Catholic Parish & Meals on
Wheels Organization. Her future plans are
to earn a degree in secondary education,
teaching mathematics and participate in a
competitive basketball program. She can
add the following list of accomplishments
to her current sports resume: Soccer Team
captain, 2004 Riverton All Tournament
Championship Team, 2nd Team all Macon
County Player and all Okaw Valley
Conference Player. Her coach, Bill Ipsen,
had this to say about Samantha, “ Sam has
been an important member of our
basketball team for all four years and has
improved every season.  She has excelled
in the classroom as well as on the court

and is a great representative of St. Teresa
High School.”

Michael Kehoe is the 17 year-old son of
Kevin & Cecilia Kehoe, also of Decatur.
As a senior, Micheal’s class rank is 6th out
of 85 with a GPA of 4.35 out of a 4.00. He
has been a member of the National Honor
Society both his jr. & sr. yrs, High Honor
Roll all 4 years, Student of the month (Jan.
’05), “Atta Boy” Award (11’05), Students
Against Destructive Decisions (4 years),
WorldWide Youth in Science &
Engineering jr. & sr. yrs, Mayor’s Youth
Council jr. & sr. yrs, and Honorary Mayor
of Decatur his jr. yr. He participated in
Basketball and Football all four years and
enjoys Mixed Martial Arts specializing in
Brazilian Jim-Jitsu, Muay Thai, and Kick
boxing. His football coach Scott Davis  had
this to say about Michael, “Mike did a
great job for the football team this past
year, which finished 10-2.  He has great
work ethic and demonstrated excellent
leadership skills. He was a pleasure to
coach.”  Mike plans to attend either the
University of Illinois or Washington
University in St. Louis majoring in civil
engineering or political science ultimately
earning a ph.D. in the field of his choosing.
His goal is to then “fulfill my calling in
life: to help the greatest number of people
to the greatest extent possible.”

Congratulations to both!

Member development is a constant
emphasis in Rotary.  As more people
become members of our clubs, the
organization is able to provide more
service in more places more productively. 

So how do we get more people to join?
Just ask someone who’s qualified to be a

Rotarian if they might be interested in
joining.  Then, have them fill out a white
card for prospective new members, which
can be found (during our weekly meetings)
at the registration table.  Upon approval,
our club information form should be
completed and turned into the secretary,
Steve Furrow.

Membership

As a tribute to our
weekly speakers,
Rotary Club makes a
monthly donation to a
pre-selected School of
the Month.  Thanks to
the generosity of all our
December speakers, a
$60 Speakers
Honorarium went to the
McGaughey Grade
School for the purchase
of library books.

The Gift of
Reading





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


